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Oligarchy



consists of a small group of

people ruling the country or

state.

doesn't necessarily have to

be political leaders. It can

be business or community

leaders

first recognized in Ancient

Athens since Athens was

governed by a few groups of

people, known as the

aristocracy.

WHAT IS
OLIGARCHY?



OLIGARCHY AROUND THE
WORLD



5 Case Studies of
Oligarchies



Russian oligarchs were influential forces

during the dissolution of the Soviet Union

Era  

the oligarchs placed a lot of money and

resources to drive back the economy. 

However, oligarchs have had a negative

impact on Russian economy by buying more

private land and sending and receiving

money from other countries.
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China’s business leaders make up the oligarchy

of the country. 

define the economy and shaping the industry. 

However, some of them have been caught due to

corruption suspicions and insider trading. 

One such example is Huang Guangyu, who was

the richest person in China in 2008, was

arrested because of bribery and insider

trading. 
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There have been some disagreements about whether

America is truly an oligarchy, but there are some

aspects that do make it an oligarchy. 

The role of corporations and special interest

groups plays a role in defining and influencing

American government and legislation. 

 During the Gilded Age (in the 19th century),

oligarchy was a great example of how the

government functioned because there were a lot of

large corporations that were taking control and

influencing the government on how they should act. 
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Today, Saudi Arabia’s ruling group

consists of Saudi monarchs and family

members of the monarchy ruling the

country. 

The members of the Saudi monarchy family

function as the head of state and

government. 

The heir to the throne serves as the

deputy prime minister and crown prince

before becoming king. 
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 Previously, oligarchy was a lot more prevalent

in the Pahlavi era with thousands of wealthy

families exchanging money back and forth. 

The new Islamic Republic claims that it wanted

to get rid of that oligarchy and run with a

government that is based on meritocracy 

but there are still families benefiting from

the current administration due to their

business dealings and their wealth, which is

wielding power from the government. 
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